LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VAfUDEVA'V NAMBUDIRI

Of the present day Bhagavata exponents the famous Tattayoor
Unni Nambudiripad, who had been shining brightly is his direct
disciple. Most of the others are desciples of Vazhakunnam9 s di-
rect disciples like Patirisseri Damodaran Nambudiri, Venmani
Parameswaran Nambudiripad, Nenminimangalam Vasudevan
Nambudiri, Tottam Vasudevan Nambudiri and Tattayoor Unni
Nambudiripad. To say the least, the present generation of
Bhagavata scholars are directly or indirectly indebted to
Vazhakunnam. Vazhakunnam's role in popularising Bhagavata
tradition is thus of foremost importance. He has played a con-
siderable role in developing Guruvayur as a centre of Bhagavata
culture and study.

Vazhakunnam was now 53 years old. He was suffering from
chronic diabetes. It was on 1st Karkidakam 1119 (16 July 1944),
that he addressed the audience in a sloka in Akhyashashthi 'Aye
jihvapeedhe...../548 The function was arranged by Mekkad, an
ardent propagator of Namajapa. He for the first time in life di-
gressed from his usual habit of reading and explaining either
Srimadbhagavatam or Narayaniyam only. Ffe confirmed that such
digressions would never be repeated in life. This would be
perhaps my last talk' he said and in fact, it was true. That was his
last talk.

During this time, he had been writing a commentary on
Bhagavata in the order - introduction, anvaya, meaning and corn-
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